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and Arab stock, inhabiting- the mountains of
Lebanon, in Syria. Their faith is a compos-
ite of the Mosaic Law, the Christian Gospels,
the Koran and the Sufi allegories. They are
a self-contained people, resisting efforts to
amalgamate with their neighbors. They num-
ber about 150,000,
DRYADS, the wood nymphs of classic
mythology. According to ancient belief there
was in each tree a dryad, whose life was in-
separably connected with its growth. When
the tree perished the dryad died. The name
was also applied to nymphs who merely lived
in forests.
DRY BATTERY. See eliogtrio battery.
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DRYDEN, john (1631-1700), an Eng-
lish poet, dramatist and satirist, the greatest
writer of the Restoration period in England.
He was descended from a good family, and
was born near Aldwinclle, Northamptonshire.
After leaving Cambridge University he went
to London as secretary
to his cousin, Sir Gil-
bert Pickering, a favor-
ite of Cromwell. On
the death of the Pro-
tector he wrote his IIe~
row Stanzas on that
event, his first poem of
importance, and two
years after producing
this eulogy of Crom-
well, with characteristic
tact he wrote a poem in
celebration of the tcb*
toration of Charles IL
His firnt drama, The, Wild Gallant, pro-
duced in 1003, wan unsuccessful. Following
it, in rapid BumwHion, nearly thirty plays
proved Dryden the foromont dramatist of his
time. Unfortunately, he did not hbo his ex-
ceptional ability to elevate the stage, but
pandered to the corrupt tastes of the time.
Many of his dramas are now classed as im-
moral. In 1670 Dryden was appointed to
the ofttoen of royal historiographer and poet
laureate*
The first of his political satires, Absalom
twd Ackitopbel, produced in 1631, had as its
object the eensura of the Earl of Shaftesbury
and his followers for trying to secure for the
Duke of Monmouth the succession to the
throne, This was followed "by Th&
& satire against sedition, and Mew
a satire on the poet ShadwelL As a member
of the Church of England, Dryden wrote,
 in defense of that church, his "Religio Laid;
but when, after the succession to the throne
of the Catholic James, Dryden became a
Catholic, he declared his new beliefs in the
Hind and Panther, When William, and
Mary came to the English throne, Dryden
was deprived of the offices of poet laureate
and historiographer. During the remaining
ten years of his life he produced some of his
best work, including his admirable transla-
tions from the classics and his Ode in Honor
of Saint Cecilia's Day, better known as
Alexander's Feast, one of the finest odes in
the English language.
BEY DOCK. See dock, subhead Dr?y
Docks.
BEY FARMING, a term which does not
mean the science of farming on dry soil;
it relates to the production of crops on land
favored with only a slight rainfall. If less
than ten inches of rain falls yearly upon any
section of country that area is classed as an
arid region, where agricultural effort is fruit-
less. Formerly it was believed that when
rainfall did not exceed twenty inches in a
year the prospects for agricultural returns
were slight. It is still true that where there
is less than fifteen inches of rain all effort is
discouraging, but there has developed a prin-
ciple embodying the conservation of moisture
and its storage in the ground which makes
good crops possible on millions of acres of
land where there ik from fifteen to twenty
inches of rain. The processes of this con-
servation and storage constitute dry farming.
Dry farming1 is essentially a method of
preparing the soil so that it will hold moist-
ure as long as possible. The process of cul-
tivation consists chiefly in deep, fall plowing-,
followed "by harrowing1. Tho disk harrow
should be used before sowing and later as
long as the growing crops permit. The deep
plowing and frequent harrowing1 form a
mulch, of fine soil upon the surface which
prevents evaporation* An important feature
of the preparation of the Boil is the us© of
the roller or 8ub«sur£aee packer, Campbell,
in his Soil Culture Manual, says that the
^packer must follow close to the plow. The
plowing done before noon should he packed
before going to dinner, and that done in the
afternoon packed heford leaving the field at
night"
The "best crop for dry fanning- seems to be
wheat. Com is also profitable, and potatoes,
sugar heets, alfalfa, and even peache®

